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George Washington
Father of Our Country

A soldier who knew him said that George Washington was 

“first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his 

countrymen .” As a young man, Washington fought for the British 

in the French and Indian War . Virginia was one of the original 

13 colonies, and Washington went to defend its western frontier . 

Well built and more than six feet tall, he was incredibly strong, 

fiercely courageous, and respected by all who knew him . Out of 

admiration for him, as both a soldier and a man, an Indian chief 

and a French general let him go free after they had captured him . 

When our War of Independence began, George Washington was 

chosen to lead the Continental Army .
Persistence (never quitting) allowed Washington to win the 

war he fought from 1775 to 1781 . His soldiers were volunteers—
they weren’t paid, clothed, or even fed regularly . Yet Washington 
inspired them to keep fighting . He took troops and crossed the 
freezing Delaware River on Christmas . His surprise attack on 
a garrison (military post) of soldiers led to victories at Trenton 
and Princeton (in present-day New Jersey) . The general and his men endured the hardships of 
a winter encampment at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania . Planting false information about his plans, 
he tricked the enemy into moving its army . Under General Cornwallis, the British surrendered 
on October 19, 1781 . With independence won and his job done, Washington returned to Mt . 
Vernon and his wife, Martha Custis Washington . 

Now there was the peace to consider . Realizing the new country needed a strong basis for its 
government, Washington fought to have a constitutional convention . Chosen to be its leader, no 
one worked harder to get the Constitution of the United States ratified (officially approved by 
the states) . Popular as always, Washington was unanimously chosen to be our first President . He 
took office on April 30, 1789, in New York City . Washington’s main job during his two terms in 
office was to organize the government and figure out how to make our country work . 

Washington refused a third term, which set a two-term precedent, (broken only by FDR 
during World War II) . In 1798, when war with France threatened, George Washington, at age 
66, was again asked to lead the army . Thankfully, that war never got started . The very next year, 
while inspecting his Mt . Vernon estate on horseback, he got caught in a drenching rain, took 
sick, and died (December 14, 1799) . The whole nation mourned . George Washington truly was 
“first in the hearts of his countrymen,” as well as the father of his country .

Born: February 22, 1732, 
in Bridges Creek, Virginia

Died: December 14, 
1799, at Mt. Vernon, his 
estate in Virginia

Famous for: winning our 
War of Independence; 
being the first U.S. 
President 
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DOWN
 1.  Washington worked hard to get the U.S. 

Constitution .

 2.  At Valley , Washington and his troops 
suffered hunger and cold.

 3.  George Washington was born in , 
when it was still a colony.

 5.  The  Army fought the British in our 
War of Independence.

 7.  A  is a post where troops are housed.

 8.  The U.S.  (Washington, D.C.) is 
named for George Washington.

10.  Washington’s estate, Mt. , can be 
visited today.

12.  The first  of the United States was 
George Washington.

14.  George Washington is called the “   
of Our Country.”

15.  Washington was  and very 
courageous.

ACROSS
 4.  Highly respected, Washington was 

with friend and foe alike. 

 6.  Washington was sent to defend Virginia’s 
western  for the British.

 9.  General Washington crossed the freezing  
 River on Christmas.

11.  Washington was “First in war, first in , 
and first in the hearts of his countrymen.”

12.  Washington’s character trait of  led 
him to success.

13.  The  of Washington (Pacific 
Northwest) is named for our first President.

16.  The French and  War pitted the 
French against the British.

17.     Custis Washington was our first  
First Lady.

18.  A  is an act that becomes a model or 
example.

19.  Both Washington and Lincoln were born in the 
month of .
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